
- Gov. had several conversations with Smithfield Foods CEO in past 24 hours 
o Smithfield believes health and safety of its employees is a top priority 
o Smithfield is taking additional steps in the next several days including:       

▪ Shutting down for 3 days 
▪ Doing intensive cleaning of facility during that time 
▪ Adding barriers to the facility to allow for social distancing 
▪ Providing paid time off for employees to all them to recover and self-isolate 

o Smithfield produces 130 million servings of pork/week at Sioux Falls plant 
o Dept. of Health staff will work closely with Smithfield plant leaders to make sure all CDC 

guidelines are implemented 
o Gov. said the state is releasing a new tool today, but that the best plan is still to stay at 

home, however, if you have to go out for work, assist elderly, etc., Gov. recommends 
utilizing new app that has been developed by ND Gov staff 

▪ It is available through state covid website; called CARE 19 
▪ CARE 19 allows people to keep track of where they have been; allows DOH staff 

to better investigate travels of someone who may test positive in the days prior 
to the test result 

• This information will help slow virus 

• Signing up for the app is completely voluntary 

• It’s completely anonymous 

• People can opt out at any time 

• People can erase all data at any time 

• Link is available through www.covid.sd.gov 
- Gov. had a call with local government leaders earlier today 

o Told them there is updated info on the state’s covid website 
o Nearly 8,000 unemployment claims last week; normal week before covid: 150-180 

claims 
- Reporter ?: Is there any updated number of Smithfield foods workers that have tested positive? 

o Kim Malsom-Rysdon (Dept. of Health): There are no new updated case numbers 
- Reporter ?: Is there any concern about the virus being carried by any food shipped from the 

plant? 
o Malsom-Ryson: We have no concerns about the virus being carried on any product 

shipped from the plant 
- Reporter?: what is the historical perspective of unemployment claims? 

o Gov said they don’t have those numbers available but will get them to the press 
- Reporter ?: Did Gov. encourage the shut down of Smithfield plant? 

o Gov. said she talked to Smithfield CEO several times in the past 24 hours 
o Smithfield cares and loves their employees and wants to protect employees and their 

families 
- Reporter ?: Would it be good to declare a public health emergency to deal with individual in 

Chamberlain who disobeyed quarantine order? 
o Malsom-Rysdon: DOH can issue a health intervention order to deal with individual if 

needed 
- Reporter ?: Has Gov. talked to other large employers in an effort to prevent what happened at 

Smithfield? 
o Gov. said that the state has put the message out for weeks about what needs to be 

done and to use CDC guidance 

http://www.covid.sd.gov/


- Reporter ?: Is the state releasing Covid virus information in other languages (a large number of 
workers at Smithfield have immigrated from other countries and may not speak English)? 

o Malsom-Rysdon: State govt works with interpreters when needed to make guidance 
available in other languages 

- Reporter ?: What was the Gov’s message to local leaders in their call on Thursday morning? 
o Gov. said she had introduced a bill on Veto Day that would have given local leaders the 

powers they have been asking for, but the Legislature killed the bill 
o Gov. said the executive order that she has signed is much broader than what a public 

health emergency might be; a public health emergency has different powers in South 
Dakota than it does in other states 

- Reporter ?: How would the governor describe her approach in dealing with this outbreak: is it 
more of local response or more of a statewide response 

o Gov. said she believes it is both local and statewide 
▪ One executive order gives statewide guidance 
▪ Other executive order is specific to a locale and a specific population 

- Reporter ?: Governor, if you could ask for anything to help respond to this crisis what would it 
be? 

o Gov. said out top needs today are 1) we need to have everyone in SD to understand 
what their role needs to be; people need to stay home and protect their health; 2) we 
need more testing to identify hot spots and respond appropriately, and 3) we need 
therapeutics to help treat people’s symptoms. 

- Reporter ?: Can you confirm a rumor of a mandatory quarantine at the minimum security prison 
in Springfield? 

o Malsom-Rysdon: there are no positive tests at any state facility 
- Reporter ?: Is there discussion about extending the end date for the state’s emergency order? 

o Gov. said they will probably extend the order but will make that decision in the near 
future. 

- Reporter ?: Can you give an update on temporary hospitals being set up by the National Guard 
and the state’s ability to acquire ventilators? 

o SD National Guard is making good progress on setting up temporary hospitals in Rapid 
City and Sioux Falls 

o We are pursuing several different options to secure ventilators 
▪ Looking at some alternative ventilators which will help ease the crunch until full-

fledged ventilators arrive in SD 
- Reporter ?: When was Gov first made aware of issues at Smithfield? 

o First discussion with Smithfield CEO was yesterday (Wednesday) 
 


