
- Gov. said that as testing increases, there will be an increased number of positive cases 
found/reported 

- Tomorrow (Tuesday), the Gov. will put forward a “Back to Normal” (BTN) 
o Gov. said the virus will spread more when SD moves towards a BTN plan 

▪ So far, by what has been done, we have been able to manage the surge so that 
there should be enough hospital beds available at the peak  

• Currently, there area 61 people hospitalized with positive Covid cases in 
SD 

o Gov. asked people to download the CARE 19 app 
- Reporter ?: Will elective surgeries be included in the BTN plan? 

o Gov. said there has been discussions about including elective surgeries in the BTN plan 
with her staff; there will be info and guidance on a number of different things in the 
plan 

- Reporter ?: Any explanation on why the % of positive cases shows a higher % of blacks that have 
tested positive versus the % of blacks in the overall state population? 

o Kim Malsom-Rysdon (DOH secretary) – There is a higher rate of positive cases among 
blacks so far. Some of that may be due to the high percentage of Smithfield workers and 
the number of different minority groups/dialects that comprise the workforce 

- Reporter ?: As the curve seems to be flattened and with tomorrow’s release of the BTN plan, is 
the state still planning to set up the temporary hospitals in Sioux Falls and Rapid City? 

o Gov. said the state is still looing at standing up the temporary hospitals in SF and RC 
- Reporter ?: Sen. McConnell has said that he does not want any federal funding to be used to bail 

out states that face financial hardships. What do you say to that? 
o Gov. said that she has talked to Sen. McConnell over the weekend; SD was not in a dire 

financial situation before Covid, but the state has had a significant downturn in tax 
collections in the past month; 80% of the state budget is allocated to health care and 
education; federal government has sent SD $1.25 billion, but without changes to the 
guidance, SD may end up leaving millions of dollars on the table while having to make 
significant budget cuts 

- Followup ?: What are the chances the feds will make changes to the guidance that will favor 
SD’s situation? 

o Gov. said she has been very outspoken about the fact SD is not looking to use federal 
funding inappropriately; Gov. said she has talked to US Senate and House leadership 
along with Treasury officials; SD just wants flexibility to use the funds that have already 
been allocated to SD in an appropriate way 

- Reporter ?: Will federal dollars be used to pay for tests for people without insurance or for tests 
that are being done at private labs? 

o Malsom-Rysdon: State Health Lab will process test for those without insurance at no 
cost 

- Reporter ?: Rapid City is looking at loosening restrictions that have been in place for the past 
month. What is your opinion? 

o Gov. said she has not seen the Rapid City proposal; her BTN plan that will be released 
tomorrow will outline ways for the state to start to come out of voluntarily imposed 
restrictions 

- Reporter ?: Is there a timeline for the Smithfield plan to open, and will state provide oversight to 
make sure the CDC recommendations have been followed? 

o Gov. said she hopes the plant is open soon, maybe yet this week but the ball is really in 
Smithfield’s court 



- Reporter ?: Has Gov. spoken to Smithfield officials about opening up the plant? 
o Malsom-Rysdon: Dept. of Health talked to Smithfield officials on Friday; state govt and 

DOH officials say that implementing some of the CDC recommendations may be difficult 
due to the physical layout of the plant 

- Reporter ?: Will there be any state enforcement action if Smithfield doesn’t follow CDC 
recommendations? 

o Malsom-Rysdon: We are looking to work with Smithfield; the Smithfield workers have a 
very active labor union to represent them and make sure the worker’s concerns are 
voiced if the workers have concerns; state govt will work with the union 

o Gov. said the state will work with Smithfield to help them secure necessary levels of PPE 
for the workforce 

- Reporter ?: over the weekend the Bureau of Indian Affairs sent a letter to Cheyenne River tribal 
leaders about the checkpoints that CRST is enforcing at the entrance to the reservation even 
though the checkpoints are on state highways. 

o Gov. said the state wants to be part of the process; that CRST did not talk to the state 
before going ahead with the checkpoints; need to make sure that necessary goods and 
services are able to get to stores and individuals who live on the Cheyenne River 
reservation  

 


